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1. WE BELIEVE HOWELL SHOULD BE GIVEN RESPONSE ALONG 
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FOLLOWING LINES: QUOTE: SINCE BIRD AIR IS A PRIVATE COM- 
PANY, YOU SHOULD ADDRESS YOUR REQUEST DIRECTLY TO BIRD AIR. 
SHOULD YOU RECEIVE BIRD AIR'S CONCURRENCE, WE WOULD BE 
HAPPY TO FORWARD YOUR REQUEST FOR PERMISSION TO VISIT 
U TAPAO ROYAL THAI NAVAL AIR BASE TO THE AMERICAN EMBASSY 
FOR TRANSMITTAL TO THAI AUTHORITIES. AS YOU ARE AWARE, THE 
THAI GOVERNMENT HAS FULL SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY OVER ITS BASE 
FACILITIES, INCLUDING ACCESS TO THEM, AND HAS ASKED THAT 
ALL MEDIA REQUESTS TO VISIT THESE FACILITIES BE HANDLED 
THROUGH OUR EMBASSY. UNQUOTE. YOU WOULD PRESUMABLY ALSO 
PROVIDE HOWELL WITH AN ADDRESS WHERE HE COULD CONTACT BIRD 
AIR. 

2. WE WOULD LIKE TO AWAIT BIRD AIR S RESPONSE TO A DIRECT 
CBS APPROACH BEFORE WE MAKE ANY FINAL DECISIONS AS TO WHAT 
OUR NEXT MOVE MIGHT BE. YOU SHOULD KNOW, HOWEVER, THAT OUR 
GENERAL INCLINATION IS TO BE AS RESPONSIVE AS POSSIBLE TO 

PRESS REQUESTS OF THIS SORT. WE DO NOT WANT NEEDLESSLY 
TO RAISE THE ISSUE OF SECTION 29 OF THE FOREIGN 
ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1973 AND WE DO NOT WANT TO GIVE THE 
IMPRESSION THAT THERE IS SOMETHING SUSPICIOUS ABOUT THE 
BIRD AIR OPERATION. WE ALSO THINK IT UNLIKELY THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED THAI TV STATIONS WOULD BUY AND RUN 
CBS FOOTAGE WHICH COULD BE POLITICALLY INFLAMMATORY AND 
HARMFUL TO THAI INTERESTS. AT THE SAME TIME WE ARE 
EQUALLY CONCERNED THAT THIS MATTER NOT DETERIORATE INTO 
EFFORT TO MISREPRESENT WHAT WE ARE DOING OR CAUSE PROBLEMS 
WITH THE THAI. WE WOULD WELCOME COMMENT FROM BOTH ACIION 
AND INFO ADDRESSEES. 

3. PLEASE REPORT BIRD AIR'S RESPONSE TO CBS SOONEST SO 
THAT WE MIGHT PROVIDE INSTRUCTIONS FOR ANY SUBSEQUENT 
STEPS. KISSINGER 
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